* The Mountain Oracle *
carving from its wood statues of the brother and sister,
in the hope that, if respect was shown, the ghosts
would lose their evil character. That they were potent
ghosts was indubitable, and if their potency could be
enlisted in the public interest they would become a valu-
able national asset. This calculation proved to be cor-
rect, for the spirits, after their statues had been set up on
the shoulder ofPopa and provided with a shrine, where
offerings of fruit and flowers were laid, consented an-
nually to possess mediums, through the mouths of
whom they gave intelligence often of much value, for
it was prophetic in character. As time passed they came
to be regarded as an oracle, which informed the mon-
archy and through it the people of what was likely to
occur during the current year. They were named the
Mahagiri.

In justice to the established Church it should be in-
sisted that members of its holy order extended no offi-
cial recognition to such rites. Its doctrine taught an
escape from the world's illusion to absolute truth by
meditation and goad works. The Mahagiri could have
no significance. The expedition to Popa, therefore,
was no festival of the order, the members of which did
not attend it. In short, it had no religious character,
but, for the court, was a social excursion of an arresting
kind and, for the people, an occasion when their rustic
predilection for the occult and the pagan could be in-
dulged.

Yazathingyan was hurrying on the preparations. The
headmen of the mountain region were ordered to
build the usual two camps, one at the foot of Popa,
where the King would spend the night before the as-
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